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CAREER AS VETERINARY NURSE

A veterinary nurse is a medical pro-
fessional who works alongside a
veterinarian to help provide care
for sick and injured animals. These
nurses are important in helping
veterinarians with a variety of
tasks, including performing safe
procedures and monitoring ani-
mals after an operation. They can
work with either large or small ani-
mals and usually work in an animal
clinic, hospital or research centre.

Veterinary nursing requires a dedi-
cated and motivated person with
an interest in working with animals
and their owners. The veterinary
nurse is expected to show a high
degree of responsibility, organisa-
tional skills and patience. Self-
discipline, compassion, honesty,
dedication and a sense of humour
are recommended attributes.

Veterinary nurses also play a sig-
nificant role in educating owners
on maintaining the health of their
pets. They carry out technical work
and are skilled in undertaking a
range of diagnostic tests, medical
treatments and minor surgical pro-
cedures, under veterinary direc-
tion.

Day-to-day Life of a Vet Nurse

Not one day is ever the same, but a
typical day in the life of a vet nurse
can include:

e Demonstrating knowledge of
and compliance with legislation
or regulations relevant to the
delivery of veterinary services.

e |dentifying signs of diseases in
animals.

e Ensuring that patients are
properly secured to prevent
injury to the animal, their own-
ers, or the veterinary staff.

e Taking care of the patients’
housing, hygiene, or nutri-
tional needs.

e Setting up and monitoring
the use of medical equip-

ment. mals and their owners before
Recording and managing pa- and after operations.
tients’ medical histories. e Assisting in the operating thea-

tre as a scrubbed veterinary

Administering medications as
nurse.

prescribed by the veterina-
rian. °

Observing and monitoring

the progress of patients’' con-
dition.

Assisting with the physical
rehabilitation of patients.

Assisting patients in giving
birth and caring for their
newborns.

Performing radiographic or
other relevant tests as re-
quested by the veterinarian.

Collecting blood and other
medical samples for testing.

Performing minor surgical
procedures in accordance
with standard protocols.

Maintaining accurate and
detailed medical, financial,
and inventory records.

Preparing patients for surgi-
cal procedures.
Providinggsupport to ani-
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Carrying out veterinary nurse
consultations.

Educating animal owners on
nutrition and preventative care
and providing basic behavioural
advice.
As- sisting during
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ten irregular hours. The ability to
work with both people and animals
is essential. Being a vet nurse can
sometimes also be emotionally
challenging and stressful and you
have to have a strong character.
You literally experience the highest
highs and the lowest lows. Some of
the difficult situations vet nurses
have to deal with are:

o Not being able to save an
animal due to the degree of
iliness or injury.

o Seeing extreme cases of ne-
glect and abuse.
. Like in any medical science,

things can go wrong and an
animal can die unexpectedly
and unexplainedly.

o Long working hours
(sometimes at strange times
of the day) and crazy busy
periods.

Working as a vet nurse is one of
the most rewarding careers, as
you get to help animals and their
families make their lives better.

Skills Needed by a Vet Nurse

o Communication: A veteri-
nary nurse works with a
veterinarian, and other
staff and talks with an ani-
mal's owner about the ani-
mal's condition and treat-
ment plan, so being able to
communicate clearly is
helpful.

° Teamwork: Veterinary
nurses work with a veteri-
narian and other veterinar-
ian employees together to
accomplish the overall goal
of helping animals.

° Compasion: Veteri-nary

nurses may often
have to give disap-
pointing or con-
cerning infor-
mation to an ani-
mal's owner so it's
important to be
compassionate
and understand-
ing.

o Patient care: An
understanding of
patient care, or
how to prevent
and treat diseases
and injuries can
help veterinary
nurses in their role
of assisting veteri-
narians.

. Physical stami-
na: To perform
tasks, veterinary
nurses use physi-
cal strength when
lifting animals to
examination tables
and working on
their feet all day.

Career Opportunities
for a Vet Nurse

Veterinary nurses have

plenty of opportunities

available to them, inclu-
ding:

o Private veterinary
practice that could
range from urban
to rural, mixed
general or species-
specific. The Veteri-
nary nurses are

also employed in some provincial
and national government depart-
ments and animal welfare societies
throughout South Africa.

. veterinary nurse assists with
anaesthesia, operating thea-
tre management, intensive
care, radiography, laboratory
analysis, animal patient care
and nursing, disease preven-
tion, administration and
practice management.

o Employment in the Onder-
stepoort Veterinary Academ-
ic Hospital, as well as in the
pharmaceutical and animal
feed industries.

o Zoological gardens, game
parks, laboratory animal
units, rehabilitation centres,
research centres, boarding
establishments, organised
agriculture, dairies and farm-



dedication and hard work.

Entry into the BVetNurs degree is
highly competitive due to its in-
creasing popularity and limited
available spaces.

The BVetNurs degree is accredited
by the South African Veterinary
Council (SAVC) and vet nurses need
to register at the SAVC before they
can practice.

Supplementary Information

https.//www.youtube.com/watch?
v=DHbABdVPwWOM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
vzaDvr7xf3Uk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=I-E59LT7|Qw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HYkNsWuzOuE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LgXa2_sqGvM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

xmi8V9Qlj0
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farming operations also offer its kind in South Afri-
gainful employment. ca. The programme

is demanding g
The following institutions employ and requires //\/'
veterinary nurses: veterinary clinics e A
and veterinary hospitals, specialist '
veterinary facilities, the pharma-
ceutical industry, the animal food
industry, animal welfare societies,
zoological gardens, game parks,
laboratory animal units, rehabilita-
tion centres, research centres, ani-
mal boarding establishments, or-
ganised agriculture, dairies and
farming operations.

Studying to be a Vet Nurse

The BVetNurs degree (3 years) is
only offered by the Faculty of Vete-
rinary Science of the University of
Pretoria, and it is the only faculty of


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHbABdVPw0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHbABdVPw0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-E59LT7JQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-E59LT7JQw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYkNsWuzOuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYkNsWuzOuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqXa2_sqGvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqXa2_sqGvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cxmi8V9QIj0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cxmi8V9QIj0

